| @ City of North Tonawanda

Historic Preservation Commission

City Hall
216 Payne Ave.
North Tonawanda, NY 14120

Regular Meeting Minutes August 17, 2026

Minutes

Present: Kristin Derby, Chuck Weaver, Dennis Garland, Matt Bille, Courtney Vona
Meeting called to order 6:01pm.
Minutes
Approval of June minutes (no meeting in July)

1t Dennis Garland 2" Kristin Derby

All in favor

5 Aye 0 Nay
New Business

Welcome, Courtney Vona! C. Vona is newest Commissioner and has a background in CLG,
preservation, planning, and code based training in addition to architectural experience.

K. Culp-Burton has resigned their Commission seat. Resignation letter received and read on
Monday, August 17.

CLG Grant open — HPC has a core responsibility to document and survey historic resources.
Potential for application with previous framework for continuation of Bennett Kit Home survey
through grant writer retained through the City of North Tonawanda.

Old business

Bylaw/zoning update discussion

Final language update amended with “no more than 2 seats”: “Should there not be an appropriate
candidate who holds residency within the City of North Tonawanda, the Mayor may appoint no

more than two Commission seats to a non-resident with a property or business ownership in
good standing within an historic district in the City of North Tonawanda.”



Request to remove requirement of filing Local Landmark, District at the County level as this
service is no longer offered.

Motion to approve Commission seat change language and removal of county level language

15t Kristin Derby 2" Dennis Garland
All in favor
5 Aye 0 Nay

Request will be submitted to the North Tonawanda Common Council to accept and amend City
documents.

New discussion

Dockside Bar & Grill has erected a shipping container style bar, paved over cobblestone lot with
asphalt. No COA, unsure if this received any permitting. ZBA minutes do not show recent
application. No one on HPC is certain if this is permitted work/seasonal building.

Kimmie’s Ice Cream signage was installed, no appeal was made from the previous denial. Permit
issued by building inspector despite denial from HPC. Additional mural was installed that was
not part of the signage COA.

Open discussion about continuing issues with City process/local law, appeals, and violations.
Lack of enforcement has created inconsistent application of local ordinances within the
Downtown District. HPC discussed that in 2026, final cut sheets were never submitted for
Fleischman Park or 82 Main Street facade changes although requested at COA reviews, exterior
painting, signage, and fencing at 27 Main Street, Riviera Theatre LED signage change, and states
of disrepair at properties along Webster Street. Much of this is outside of current purview in
terms of process for the HPC, as code enforcement/building inspector departments trigger
historic review which is supposed to be primary review before zoning/planning.

Meeting close 6:51 pm.



